{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 384                 LIFE  AND  TIMES   OF   STEIN.         [rART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 the splendid fortune quaesera tamen respexit inertem, could not but lead to a certain jealousy of great ability and preference for courtier-statesmen.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 In 1812 Hardenberg had been obliged to take some leading members of the French party, Witt\-genstein, Billow and Hatzfeld, into his Ministry. Wittgenstein was now Minister of Police, and was destined to play the same part in the second half of Frederick William's reign, which in the first had fallen at different times to Haugwitz, Kalkreuth, and Nagler. The bitterness his new ascendancy excited, coming right across the fresh enthusiasm of victory, makes him the Bute of Prussian history. While the second Treaty of Paris was being nego\-tiated the apple of discord had been thrown among the Prussians by a small pamphlet, On Political Societies, of which the author was a well-known Berlin jurist, Theodor Schmalz, brother-in-law to Scharnhorst. It contained a criticism of an account of the Tugendbund which occurred in a Chronicle for the year 1808 by Venturini, and in addition some remarks, from which the following is a selection :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 The Bund itself was afterwards abolished by authority. But other leagues soon afterwards formed themselves, unpcrceivecl perhaps, out of the fragments of it, and of the others above-mentioned. They deserve praise if their object is liberation of the country from foreign oppression, execration if they aim at influencing us at home without the King's consent. But the ex\-istence of such leagues spreads alarm among the citizens of all German countries, and fills the loyal citizen of the Prussian state with disgust. From such leagues come the vulgar attacks upon other Governments, and the senseless declamations about the union of all Germany under a single Government (in a representative system as they call it); a union contrary to the uniform tendency}\par }